[Characteristics of radiofrequency current catheter ablation in the treatment of elderly patients with supraventricular tachycardia].
To study the effects and characteristics of radiofrequency current catheter ablation (RFCA) in treatment of elderly patients with supraventricular tachycardia (PSVT), fifty-three elderly patients and fifty non-elderly patients with PSVT were included in this study. RFCA were performed in both groups. The group of elderly patients included 26 patients with atrioventricular nodal reentrant tachycardia and 27 patients with atrioventricular reentrant tachycardia due to 29 atrioventricular accessory pathways (Aps). Twenty-one patients were accompanied with hypertension and coronary heart diseases and 5 sick sinus syndrome cases in the elderly group. All patients in both groups were treated successfully with RFCA. The procedure time of ablation of slow pathway in elderly group was shorter than that of the non-elderly group (P < 0.01). A mild symptom of arterial thrombosis was found in 2 cases of the elderly group after treatment and was cured with aspirin. These results suggest that PFCA is very effective and safe in the treatment of elderly patients with PSVT, especially for patients accompanied with sick sinus syndrome.